PSYCHOLOGISTS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Statement in Support of Same-Sex Marriage

In accord with the commitments to individual liberty and equal protection under the
law enshrined in the U.S. Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, Psychologists for Social Responsibility (PsySR) affirms its support for the
legalization of same-sex marriage in the United States. Keenly aware of the deeply
destructive effects of prejudice, discrimination, and social stigma on unjustly
marginalized members of society, PsySR stands opposed to any national or state
legislation that seeks to deny same-sex couples the right to marry.

We further believe that psychological research provides compelling support for this
clear social justice imperative. After reviewing the empirical evidence, the
American Psychological Association, the American Psychiatric Association, and
the National Association of Social Workers have concluded that (1) the institution
of marriage offers social, psychological, and health benefits to couples, (2) lesbian
and gay parents are as fit and capable as heterosexual parents, and (3) the
children of same-sex couples and heterosexual couples are equally well-adjusted
and psychologically healthy.*

Psychologists for Social Responsibility therefore strongly supports efforts by
concerned citizens and social justice advocates to reverse current state bans and

to advance the legalization of same-sex marriage.

November 24, 2008

*Conclusions presented in Brief Amici Curiae of the American Psychological
Association, California Psychological Association, American Psychiatric
Association, National Association of Social Workers, and National Association of
Social Workers, California Chapter in Support of the Parties Challenging the
Marriage Exclusion, Case No. S147999 in the Supreme Court of the State of
California, In re Marriage Cases, Judicial Council Coordination Proceeding No.
4365 (2007).
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